Dear Legislator:

I appreciate your willingness to serve as a legislator in our great state. You certainly face a difficult challenge in balancing the needs of Ohio’s citizens, particularly when the current state budget is comprised of billions of dollars in one-time money.

As you well know, the well-being of our political democracy and the viability of our economic system are directly linked to the effectiveness of our public schools. An investment in public education that secures high-quality educational opportunities for all students is the best means of insuring a viable socioeconomic order. I am writing out of concern for the future of Ohio. 

Ohio was once a leader in personal income, educational attainment and job creation. We are now below the national average in these critical areas. Over 90,000 Ohioans between the ages of 15 and 44 left the state in the past three years for opportunities elsewhere. The people most likely to leave Ohio are the ones with the most advanced degrees.

A greater investment in public education is necessary to turn Ohio around in these critical areas. School districts are cutting essential programs, services and personnel. A record number of school levies were on the ballot in 2004, and it appears that the same will be true for 2005. The passage rate of levies is not encouraging. The state must step up to the plate in accordance with its constitutional responsibility.

The state continues to operate an unconstitutional system of school funding. The “residual budgeting” approach will never solve the school funding problem. The state must assess the educational needs of students and let those needs drive the funding levels and the state appropriations for public K-12 education.

Many school districts simply do not have the resources to provide students the opportunity to meet the student testing requirements of the state and federal government. The fact that the state has increased school funding each year in the past is not justification for the continuation of the unconstitutional system. The school funding system must undergo a complete systematic overhaul as ordered by the Ohio Supreme Court.

School funding is a state responsibility. No doubt the state tax system must be reformed to accomplish school funding reform. I am counting on you as my (representative) (senator) to give priority attention to the horrific school funding problem in Ohio.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

